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About Chhattisgarh Culture Department
INTRODUCTION
Chhattisgarh had been the centre of progress and development of several culture since the
Vedic and Mythological times. The ancient temples here and their ruins indicate that Vaishnava,
Shaivite, Shakta, Buddhist cultures have had influence in various periods. A resource-rich state,
it is a source of electricity and steel for the country, producing 15% of the total steel. It is the ninthlargest state in India, with an area of 135,192 km2 (52,198 sq mi), with a population of 32.2 million
as of 2020. Chhattisgarh is the 17th-most populated state in the country.
The state was formed on 1 November 2000 by partitioning ten Chhattisgarhi and six Gondispeaking south-eastern districts of Madhya Pradesh. The capital city is Raipur. Chhattisgarh
borders the states of Madhya Pradesh in the northwest, Uttar Pradesh in the north, Jharkhand in
northeast, Maharashtra in the southwest, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh in the south, and
Odisha in the southeast. Currently the state comprises 28 districts.
Chhattisgarh is well known for its rich cultural heritage that reflects various aspectsof
this beautiful state. Cultural life of Chhattisgarh comprises varied forms of traditional art and
crafts, tribal dances, folk songs, regional festivals and fairs and amusing cultural fests. Mainly,
Chhattisgarh is occupied by tribal people who have preserved their rich tribal culture modestly
and religiously. Eastern parts of the state of Chhattisgarh are influenced with Oriya culture.
People of the state are traditional and believe in simple way of living following their traditional
customs and beliefs. It can be visibly observed in their food habits, festivals and fairs, costumes,
ornaments, folk dance and music as well. Chhattisgarh also hosts various cultural fests like
Chakradhar Samaroh, Sirpur Mahotsav, Rajim Kumbh and other Festival and Bastar Lokotsav
etc. that showcase vibrant cultural life of the state.

Chhattisgarh is the cleanest state in the category of states with more than 100 urban local
bodies (ULB), for the second time, as per the 'Swachh Survekshan 2020' results announced by
Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri at the Swachh Mahotsav being organised by the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs.
ART, CULTURE AND ARCHAEOLOGY
The State of Chhattisgarh will identify, recognize, document, revitalize present and
disseminate the continuing cultural traditions of local communities. The Department will promote
textual as well as non textual traditions, collection and documentation of tangible objects as well
as recollection of intangible traditions, their ex situ display as well as in situ revitalization, try to
work around existing cultural landscapes, festivals and institution, rather than create new ones to
replakhe them.
The functional spectrum of the Department is rather wide, ranging from generating
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cultural an archaeological awareness at the grassroots level to promoting their exchanges at an
international level.
The Department of Culture has undertaken different activities that include:
Maintenance and conservation of the heritage, ancient monuments and historic site of
Chhattisgarh;
Promotion of literary, visual and performing arts;
Maintenance, preservation and conservation of the archival records;
Protection, conservation and documentation of cultural property;
observation of different national and state festivals;
promotion of institutional and individual initiatives in the fields of art and culture.

ETYMOLOGY
There are several theories as to the origin of the name Chhattisgarh, which in ancient times
was known as Dakshina Kosala (South Kosala), The native place of bhagwan Rama as his mother
name was Kausalya, daughter of Kaushal Naresh. "Chhattisgarh" was popularised later during the
time of the Maratha Empire and was first used in an official document in 1795.
The most popular theory claims that Chhattisgarh takes its name from the 36 ancient forts
in the area. The old state had 36 demesnes (feudal territories): Ratanpur, Vijaypur, Kharound,
Maro, Kautgarh, Nawagarh, Sondhi, Aukhar, Padarbhatta, Semriya, Champa, Lafa, Chhuri,
Kenda, Matin, Aparora, Pendra, Kurkuti-kandri, Raipur, Patan, Simaga, Singarpur, Lavan,
Omera, Durg, Saradha, Sirasa, Menhadi, Khallari, Sirpur, Figeswar, Rajim, Singhangarh,
Suvarmar, Tenganagarh and Akaltara. However, most historians disagree with this theory as 36
forts have not been found and identified.
According to the opinion of Dr. Hiralal, It is said that at one time there were 36 strongholds
in this area, that is why its name was Chhattisgarh. But even after the increase in the number of
strongholds, there was no change in the name, Chhattisgarh is the State of India which has been
given the status of 'Mahtari' (Mother). There are two regions in India which are named for special
reasons. Changed - one was 'Magadha' which became "Bihar" due to the abundance of
Buddhism viharas and the other was 'Dakshina Kosala' which became "Chhattisgarh" due to the
inclusion of thirty-six strongholds.
Another view, more popular with experts and historians, is that Chhattisgarh is the
corrupted form of Chedisgarh meaning Raj or "Empire of the Chedis". In ancient times,
Chhattisgarh region had been part of the Chedi dynasty of Kalinga, in modern Odisha. In the
medieval period up to 1803, a major portion of present eastern Chhattisgarh was part ofthe
Sambalpur Kingdom of Odisha.
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GEOGRAPHY
The northern Rajnandgaon and southern parts of the state are hilly, while the central part
is a fertile plain. The highest point in the state is the Gaurlata near samri, Balrampur-Ramanujganj
district. Deciduous forests of the Eastern Highlands Forests cover roughly 44% of the state. The
state animal is the van bhainsa, or wild Asian buffalo. The state bird is the pahari myna, or hill
myna. The state tree is the Sal (Sarai) found in Bastar division.
SAL- THE STATE TREE OF CHHATTISGARH
In the north lies the edge of the great Indo-Gangetic plain. The Rihand River, a tributary
of the Ganges, drains this area. The eastern end of the Satpura Range and the western edge of the
Chota Nagpur Plateau form an east–west belt of hills that divide the Mahanadi River basin from
the Indo-Gangetic plain. The outline of Chhattisgarh is like a sea horse.
The central part of the state lies in the fertile upper basin of the Mahanadi river and its
tributaries. This area has extensive rice cultivation. The upper Mahanadi basin is separated from
the upper Narmada basin to the west by the Maikal Hills (part of the Satpuras) and from the plains
of Odisha to the east by ranges of hills. The southern part of the state lies on the Deccan plateau,
in the watershed of the Godavari River and its tributary, the Indravati River. The Mahanadi is the
chief river of the state. The other main rivers are Hasdeo (a tributary of Mahanadi),
Rihand, Indravati, Jonk, Arpa and Shivnath. It is situated in the east of Madhya Pradesh.
The natural environment of Koriya in Chhattisgarh includes forests, mountains, rivers and
waterfalls. Koriya was a princely state during the British rule in India. Koriya is also known for
its mineral deposits. Coal is also found in this part of the country. The dense forests are rich in
wildlife.
The Amrit Dhara Waterfall, Koriya's main attraction, is a natural waterfall which
originates from the Hasdeo River. The fall is situated seven kilometres from Koriya on the
Manendragarh-Baikunthpur road. The Amrit Dhara Waterfall falls from a height of 27 m, and it
is approximately 3–4.5 m wide. Chirimiri is one of the more popular places, known for its natural
environment and climate, in Chhattisgarh.
CLIMATE
The climate of Chhattisgarh is tropical. It is hot and humid because of its proximity to
the Tropic of Cancer and its dependence on the monsoons for rains. Summer temperatures in
Chhattisgarh can reach up to 49 °C (113 °F). The monsoon season is from late June to October
and is a welcome respite from the heat. Chhattisgarh receives an average of 1,292 millimetres
(50.9 in) of rain. Winter is from November to January. Winters are pleasant with low temperatures
and less humidity. Ambikapur, Mainpat, pendra road, samri, Jashpur are some of the coldest
places in the state.
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TRANSPORT
Chhattisgarh has coverage of mostly two-lane or one-lane roads which provides
connectivity to major cities. Eleven national highways passing through the state which are
together 3078.40 km in length. However, most national highways are in poor condition and
provide only two lanes for slow moving traffic. Many national highways are on paper and not
fully converted into four-lane highway. This includes 130A New, 130B New, 130C New, 130D
New, 149B New, 163A New, 343 New, 930New.. Other national highway includes NH 6, NH 16,
NH 43, NH 12A, NH 78, NH 111, NH 200, NH 202, NH 216, NH 217, NH 221, NH30NH
930 NEW. The state highways and major district roads constitute another network of 8,031 km.
Chhattisgarh has one of the lowest densities of National Highway in Central and South
India (12.1 km/100,000 population) which is similar to the North Eastern state of Assam.
RAIL NETWORK
Almost the entire railway network spread over the state comes under the geographical
jurisdiction of the South East Central Railway Zone of Indian Railways centred around Bilaspur,
which is the zonal headquarters of this zone. Almost 85% of tracks are electrified, the nonelectrified route is Maroda - Bhanupratappur line from Durg-Bhanupratappur branch line which
is 120 km long. The main railway junctions are Bilaspur Junction, Durg Junction and Raipur,
which is also a starting point of many long-distance trains. These three junctions are wellconnected to the major cities of India and also these station comes under the top 50 booking
stations in India.
The state has the highest freight loading in the country and one-sixth of Indian Railway's
revenue comes from Chhattisgarh. The length of rail network in the state is 1,108 km, while a
third track has been commissioned between Durg and Raigarh. Construction of some new railway
lines include Dalli-Rajhara–Jagdalpur rail line, Pendra Road-Gevra Road Rail Line rail line,
Raigarh-Mand Colliery to Bhupdeopur rail line and Barwadih-Chirmiri rail line. Freight/goods
trains provide services mostly to coal and iron ore industries in east–west corridor (MumbaiHowrah route). There is a lack of passenger services to north and south of Chhattisgarh. Current
train stations are mostly overcrowded and not maintained well for passengers.
MAJOR RAILWAY STATIONS OF CHHATTISGARH













Bilaspur Junction
Durg Junction
Raipur Junction
Ambikapur
Raigarh
Korba
Champa Junction
Mahasamund
Rajnandgaon
Dongargarh
Gevra Road
Pendra Road
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AIR
SWAMI VIVEKANANDA AIRPORT RAIPUR
The air infrastructure in Chhattisgarh is small compared to other states. Swami
Vivekananda Airport in Raipur is its sole airport with scheduled commercial air services. A
massive reduction in sales tax on aviation turbine fuel (ATF) from 25 to 4% in Chhattisgarh in
2003 has contributed to a sharp rise in passenger flow. The passenger flow has increased by 58%
between 2011 and November 2012.
Other major areas in the north and south of state, and industrial cities such as Bilaspur,
Korba, Raigarh are not served by any airline. The majority of the population in these areas is not
able to take advantage of low-cost airlines due to poor road connectivity and high cost of taxi
fares. The State Government has signed a MOU with the Airports Authority of India (AAI) in
July 2013 to develop Raigarh Airport, Jagadalpur, Ambikapur for domestic flights. Under UDAN
regional connectivity plan Jagdalpur airport was briefly connected to Raipur by Air Odisha.
Chhattisgarh which is larger than Bengal, Tamil Nadu or countries like North Korea lacks civilian
airports and does not have major state-level civil aviation policy.
OTHER AIRSTRIPS
Bilaspur Airport, Bilaspur
Kodatarai Airport, Raigarh
Jagdalpur Airport, Jagdalpur
Nandini Airport, Bhilai
Baikunth Airstrip, Baikunth
JSPL's Airstrip, Raigarh
Ambikapur Airport, Darima, Ambikapur
Korba Airstrip, Korba
Agdih Airstrip, Jashpur
Dondi Airstrip, Dondi, Durg
Kota Road Airstrip, MohanBhatha, Bilaspur
Mulmula Airtrip, Mulmula Janjgir-Champa
HISTORY
Sirpur Group of Monuments and Malhar, Chhattisgarh
Ancient and medieval history
Carved statue in the medieval city of Sirpur
Sitabega caves are one of the earliest examples of theatre architecture in India located on
Ramgarh hill of Chhattisgarh dated to Mauryan period of 3rd century BCE. Jogimara caves
contain one of the most ancient proclamations of love. In ancient times, this region was known
as Dakshina Kosala. This area also finds mention in Ramayana and Mahabharata. One of the
earliest statues of Vishnu has been excavated from Shunga period site at Malhar. Between the
sixth and twelfth centuries, Sharabhpurias, Panduvanshis (of Mekala and Dakshina Kosala),
Somavanshi, Kalachuri and Nagavanshi rulers dominated this region. The Bastar region
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of Chhattisgarh was invaded by Rajendra Chola I and Kulothunga Chola I of the Chola dynasty in
the 11th century.
Colonial and post-independence history
CHHATTISGARH DIVISION
Chhattisgarh was under Maratha rule (Bhonsales of Nagpur) from 1741 to 1845 CE. It
came under British rule from 1845 to 1947 as the Chhattisgarh Division of the Central Provinces.
Raipur gained prominence over the capital Ratanpur with the advent of the British in 1845. In
1905, the Sambalpur district was transferred to Odisha and the estates of Surguja were transferred
from Bengal to Chhattisgarh.
The area constituting the new state merged into Madhya Pradesh on 1 November 1956,
under the States Reorganisation Act, 1956 and remained a part of that state for 44 years. Prior to
its becoming a part of the new state of Madhya Pradesh, the region was part of old Madhya
Pradesh State, with its capital at Bhopal. Prior to that, the region was part of the Central Provinces
and Berar (CP and Berar) under British rule. Some areas constituting the Chhattisgarh state were
princely states under the British rule, but later on were merged into Madhya Pradesh.
MANTRALAYA IN NAYA (NEW) RAIPUR
The present state of Chhattisgarh was carved out of Madhya Pradesh on 1 November 2000.
The demand for a separate state was first raised in the 1920s. Similar demands kept cropping up
at regular intervals; however, a well-organised movement was never launched. Several all-party
platforms were formed and they usually resolved around petitions, public meetings, seminars,
rallies and strikes. A demand for separate Chhattisgarh was raised in 1924 by the Raipur Congress
unit and also discussed in the Annual Session of the Indian Congress at Tripuri. A discussion also
took place of forming a Regional Congress organisation for Chhattisgarh. When the State
Reorganisation Commission was set up in 1954, the demand for a separate Chhattisgarh was put
forward but was not accepted. In 1955, a demand for a separate state was raised in the Nagpur
assembly of the then state of Madhya Bharat.
GOVERNANCE
Government of Chhattisgarh and Legislative Assembly of Chhattisgarh
The State Legislative assembly is composed of 90 members of the Legislative Assembly. There
are 11 members of the Lok Sabha from Chhattisgarh. The Rajya Sabha has five members from
the state.
ADMINISTRATION
Chhattisgarh state consists of 5 divisions with 28 districts (one new district named
"Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi" created with effect from 10 February 2020).
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OBJECTIVES:

• To promote Chhattisgarh as a film shooting destination in the National and
International Market.
• To boost the brand image of CG as well as add to the image value of the
Department as one of forward thinking and innovative.
• To introduce a smooth system for granting permission to Film Producers for
shooting films in CG and provide them consolidated information on
instructions/guidelines issued by various Departments of CG.
• To clearly set out the Do’s and Don’ts with regard to Shooting of films in order
to protect the environment damage to historical monuments and infrastructure
and ensure that security considerations are not compromised.
• To provide assistance to the film maker, which the Facilitation Cell regards as
needed, based on the applicants requests.

Process of Single Window Dashboard:
1. For Movie Shooting Permission:
For Movie Shooting Permission the applicant go to the portal
https://movieshoot.cgculture.in/
1. If applicant comes one time in portal it must be to register through valid
mail id.
2. After successful registration verification link goes to applicant registered
mail id to activate Account.
3. After Account Verification page will be redirect to login page
automatically.
4. Now user can entered mail ID and password (which is generated by itself
on the time of registration) to entered in the portal.
5. After Successful login user can appear Dashboard.
6. Click Shooting permit form menu to open form.
7. Applicant Fill All the required details in different 3 step form.
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1. Flowchart of the Application Process
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Licence/Permission (Template)

Application No: ……………………….
Ref. No. ……………….

Date: …………

FORM X
(See Rule 41)

License for Filming Operation at a Protected Monument
Whereas …………….(name of the applicant)of …………..…(Address and contact
details of the applicant) has applied for a license for filming operation at the State Protected
Monument
known
as …………....(name of the monument located at
…………….…(Site/Village name)District ………….…(name of the District)and has
undertaken to observe the provisions
of the Chhattisgarh Ancient Monuments and
Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1964 and the rules made thereunder.
I ……………(name of the Director )Director of Culture, Archaeology and Museums,
Chhattisgarh, do hereby grant this license under Rule 41 of the said rules to the said
……………(applicant) to carry out filming operations as per script and details of scenes
attached hereto in the following part/s of the monuments, namely:—
The license is granted subject to the provisions of said Act and the said Rules and is
further subject to the conditions namely:—
The licence is not transferable. It shall be valid for ……………(period) commencing from
……/………./ 20………

Collector & DM
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Application No: ……………………….
Ref. No. ……………….

Date: …………

Licence for Filming Operation at a …………………………………….
Whereas ……….….. of………….. has applied for a licence for filming operation at
the

…………………………………………..

known

as ……….......................... located

at……………………..… District………………….…
I …………….……………

Director

of Culture,

Archaeology

and

Museums,

Chhattisgarh, do hereby grant this license to carry out filming operations as per script
and details of scenes attached hereto in the following part of the monuments, namely: —
The licence is not transferable. It shall be valid for ………………. commencing with ……….….
20………..….

Collector & DM
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7. List of Document Request for NOC
1) Production House/ Producer’s PAN Number
2) Attach Registration Certificate
3) Company/Production Registration Details
4) Title Registration Certificate, If Available
5) Synopsis
6) Brief shoot plan in Chhattisgarh
7) MEA Certificate - In Case of Foreign Film Industry
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